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Dear Members of the Community of Wilkinsburg,

One of our favorite things about Wilkinsburg is our historic commercial business district. Preservation and
revitalization of our Main Street have been at the core of the Wilkinsburg Community Development
Corporation’s mission since our inception in 2008.

Today, Wilkinsburg is on the verge of renewal. Following the completion of the Wilkinsburg Train Station and
Lohr Building renovations, twenty properties are in various stages of restoration with a projected investment of
$175 million.

These projects are the catalyst for a broader wave of investment and development in Wilkinsburg. From the
Hunter Building and 1009 Wood Street to the Wilkinsburg Bank and High School Buildings, we are working to
preserve Wilkinsburg’s architectural heritage while paving the way for economic and community growth.

Marita Garrett, Founder and President of Civically, Inc., emphasized the WCDC'’s pivotal role:

"By focusing on economic growth and preserving cultural heritage, the WCDC has become a driving force in
transforming Wilkinsburg. Their support laid the groundwork for our redevelopment of the Hunter Building and
aligns with our shared mission to promote Wilkinsburg’s future.”

At 1009 Wood Street, new storefronts are emerging, and small businesses are thriving thanks to WCDC
programs like rent rebates and facade grants. As Brian Sieffert of Scarlet Fire Development shared:

"The WCDC'’s support helps our tenants enhance cash flow and thrive. These improvements showcase
positive change within the borough and the Wood Street business district."”

Today, many historic buildings are being demolished at alarming rates.

That is why WCDC is working with local developers like Marita and Brian to save our unique neighborhood
identity and our architecturally significant anchor properties. Working together, the WCDC can assist in
navigating the complex and challenging processes to secure site control and funding support needed to bring
these buildings back as homes for diverse local businesses, creative and tech entrepreneurs, and residential
apartments, bringing more life into the heart of Wilkinsburg.

The Wilkinsburg Bank Building, a landmark project, embodies our commitment to bridging the community’s
past and future. Greg Marin of juci arc, leading the renovation design, reflected:
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"The WCDC'’s earlier successes demonstrated the viability of historic preservation. Their guidance has been
instrumental in revitalizing this landmark, which tells our community’s stories and invites a new era of activity."

While this work is essential to rebuilding our community and preserving our historic business district,
the reality is that we can only offer this support through ongoing fundraising efforts.

Your donation of $35 covers the initial cost of one-on-one development consultations with local, small
developers and business owners.

Will you join me by donating to the WCDC today? When you donate to the WCDC, you make it possible
for more small developers to invest in Wilkinsburg, contributing to our vision of a prosperous, healthy,
and inclusive community.

Your gift will support our work to rebuild our Wilkinsburg Business District and all of the work we do at the
WCDC over the next year. Please send your donation in the enclosed envelope or make a secure donation
online at wilkinsburgcdc.org/donate.

Thank you for your consideration and for your past support of this important community work. Together, we can
help create a brighter future for Wilkinsburg.

Sincerely,

C o A

Tracey Evans
Executive Director, WCDC

The Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation (WCDC) is a non-profit organization declared tax-exempt by the United States Federal
Government (under section 501(c)(3) of the IRS code) and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. A copy of our official registration may be obtained from
the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free from within Pennsylvania 800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement. All
donations to the Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation are tax deductible to the full extent of the law.

e

L y = h' ”!} 2 il : ey N S
TR TR TR : GIVE ONLINE <l
TR : i - wilkinsburgcdc.org/donate “ !

&0
: - :'l -




