
Meeting and photo slide presentation will be held Monday, November 18, 2019 

at 7:30 p.m., at South Avenue United Methodist Church.  
Wilkinsburg Historical Society invites the public to see “Images of Change, Historic Buildings 
and Landmarks in Wilkinsburg” on Monday evening November 18 at South Avenue United 

Methodist Church. This photo presentation will feature numerous views of the current 
Wilkinsburg Renaissance. See what's happening with historic structures in the Borough! 


This slide show will include many of the Borough’s significant buildings which are 
experiencing major change. Many businesses and organizations are viewing Wilkinsburg as a 
great place to put down roots and invest their dollars. 


This event will be held at the South Avenue U.M. Church at 7:30 pm, using left Ross Avenue 
entrance. Doors open at 7:00 pm. Invite friends and anyone interested to this free meeting. 


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Archives readers: Please note an opportunity, as seen in PH&LF November 1 newsletter.     

This is a program of PH&LF, very worthy of our support!


  
Seeking Proposals and Financial Support for Our Historic Religious Properties Program 

December 1 is the application deadline for our Historic Religious Properties Program. Please 
contact David Farkas if your congregation in Allegheny County has any questions about the 
application.

 We encourage our members and friends to make a year-end gift to our Historic Religious 
Properties Program of PH&LF so we are able to award more than $75,000 in 2020 to help 
congregations undertake critical exterior improvements to their architecturally significant 
houses of worship that provide many social services for their communities.  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Wilkinsburg Public Library (Eastridge Branch) will be hosting FREE 
antique evaluations at their 1900 Graham Blvd location. This event is 
Thursday, November 14, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.


The popular and knowledgable Jeff Poole will be providing verbal discussion 
and opinion of the worth of your treasures. Mr. Poole has been collecting, 
evaluating, buying and selling antiques for more than fifty years. His vast 
experience and entertaining style always creates an enjoyable event. 

Bring a friend or two, and YOUR items for a FREE evaluation. 




813 South Avenue - serving a new purpose as Middle School for PUCS    

Central District & Printing Telegraph Co. 
in 1903 with staff telephone operators 
at the 813 South Avenue location.

PUCS Development Coordinator  

Susan Williams provided these details:

The 1903, 813 South Avenue was the Bell Telephone Switching Center, built with large open 
spaces and self-supporting floors. Eventually, with technology and communications 
changing dramatically, this sturdy building became the home of the Wilkinsburg Boys and 
Girls Club.

In 2016, Pittsburgh Urban Christian School committed to a strategic initiative to acquire a 
new space that would accommodate our enrollment goals and outreach to the Wilkinsburg 
community. Fast forward a couple of amazing years, 2019 finds the PUCS Middle School 
moved completely in to 813 South, learning algebra, history, gardening and so much more. 
The asbestos was remediated, lead levels in the water are non-existent, the walls have hip 
paint schemes, and students “chill” at a food court at lunch. The rare half-acre side 
adjoining property is now the site of grapevines, berry bushes, fruit trees, a vegetable 
garden and prayer labyrinth.

The Hansen Family Foundation provided the means for PUCS to acquire this stellar 
property mortgage free, and to do the necessary repairs for this repurposing of yet another 
Wilkinsburg “Great Space.” PNC Charitable Trusts and Concordia Lutheran Ministries 
partially funded the urban agriculture projects. A talented staff, committed parent group and 
many students have risen to the challenges presented by 813 South projects. The third floor 
spacious classrooms are outfitted once again with technology! The Middle School students 
have evidenced a strong sense of ownership, using their intellect and elbow grease to make 
“813” a great space for learning.


The architecture of 813 is simple, and the building is imposing. The second floor is a full 
gymnasium with hope of becoming home to an archery club. The windows invite 
tremendous amounts of light into this space. The 46 wide stairs to third floor are keeping 
PUCS Middle School staff in great aerobic condition. This valuable historic structure is 
acquiring a new personality. Students play pool, carpet ball, work on creating videos, and 
often study quietly. Yet, the original dignified structure is very much the same. 813 is quiet 
strength, still allowing people to connect through ideas and conversations. PUCS’ presence 
in Wilkinsburg is affirmed again in taking ownership of 813 South. Many Borough partners 
and community officials have visited this “great space.” We welcome you! For a tour, contact 
the school at 412-244-1779.



Who was Alexander Lohr?


Alexander C. Lohr , was born April 8, 1835, in Somerset county, 
Pennsylvania, a son of Samuel and Hannah (Studebaker) Lohr. 
His paternal grandfather, Jacob Lohr, was a native of Lancaster 
county, Pennsylvania, and in the latter part of the eighteenth 
century moved to Somerset county, where he settled and 
became a prosperous and wealthy farmer, owning well 
improved farms in that county. Alexander was reared on his 
father's farm in Somerset county, acquiring his education at the 
local schools. Until he reached adulthood he assisted his father 
on the farm.

In 1858 Alexander Lohr went to Ligonier, Westmoreland county, 
Pennsylvania, where he learned the carpenter's trade. He 
remained there four years and then moved to Allegheny County, 
where he worked two years in Braddock as foreman for Jacob 
H. Jones. 

On February 14, 1864, he enlisted as a member of the Seventy 

seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers and was mustered out of the United States service at 
Victoria, Texas, December 6, 1865, being honorably discharged at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
January 15, 1866. 

Alexander then returned to the area where he commenced operations as a carpenter, 
contractor and builder. After starting in East Liberty, Lohr moved to Wilkinsburg. He continued 
in the construction business and built his own Victorian home on South Avenue, adjacent to 
his magnificent office building that bore his name on the corner of South Avenue and Wood 
Street. He was tax collector from 1877 to 1881 and constable for Wilkins township before it 
was organized into a borough. He attended the South Avenue Methodist Episcopal church, to 
which he was a generous supporter. 

Mr. Lohr was an extensive contractor and builder in the East End, Wilkinsburg and Pittsburgh. 
He erected many of the fine residences and business houses. He was one of the leaders in 
building in the city. He belonged to the Grand Army of the Republic, as a member of 
McPherson Post No. 117. Lohr was also a member of the Odd Fellows fraternity, J. B. 
Nicholson Lodge No. 585, East End, and attained the highest degree in that order of High 
Chief Patriot. He was a member of the order of Elks, Wilkinsburg Lodge, 577; of the Mystic 
Chain, East End, was a member of Knights of Pythias and was treasurer of that body.

He was united in marriage February 9; 1871, to Caroline Lacock, daughter of John and 
Margaret (McClean) Lacock. By this union two children were born Lida and Eva, both of 
whom died young. Mr. Lohr died February 26, 1917 and is buried in Homewood Cemetery, 
Section 5, Lot 74.





A. C. Lohr’s grave marker in Homewood 
Cemetery indicates his life span (1835-1917).

1893 Lohr Building



        The signature arched windows of the three-story Lohr Building have overlooked the 
intersection of Wood Street and South Avenue since the horse-and-buggy days, long 
reflecting the changing face of Wilkinsburg. Constructed by general contractor and builder 
Alexander Lohr in 1893 and finished with an ornate cupola and finial, the majestic red brick 
Lohr Hall was the anchor building on Wilkinsburg’s thriving main street. Over the years, Lohr 
Hall, and as it is presently called, Lohr Building, housed a variety of businesses including a 
bank, law firm, and a real estate office. At various stages of its life, it has also served as the 
home of Wilkinsburg’s first tailor, its first local newspaper, and the first home of the Second 
United Presbyterian Church. Many residents remember it as the storefront of the Singer 

Sewing Machine Co. during the 1950s. More recently, the building housed a pawn shop and 
wheelchair exchange. 

       Located less than three miles from the fully leased Bakery Square and within walking 
distance to the Wilkinsburg Train Station and Regent Square neighborhoods, the Lohr 
Building will provide future tenants with distinctive office space featuring 11 to13-foot high 
ceilings, arched windows that offer abundant natural light, ample parking, and rents that are 
roughly one-third of East Liberty’s.

       “We loved the building’s rich history, its classic design and it’s prominent location,” said 
Tracey Evans, Executive Director of the WCDC. “Being located at a highly visible, pedestrian-
friendly corner in the heart of Wilkinsburg’s business district is ideal for the WCDC. The Lohr 
Building project is a symbol of this community’s rebirth. We’re proud to play a role in restoring 
this once stately-building to its original luster for current and future generations to enjoy.”

The WCDC moved from their Penn Avenue location in late October, with the building’s full 
restoration expected to be completed soon. Their former location was recently purchased by 
Wilkinsburg Mayor Marita Garrett’s nonprofit. The WCDC’s new 2,660-square-foot office is 
located on the first floor alongside Nancy’s Revival, which is currently located on the South 
Avenue storefront location.

       Now, thanks to the extensive, $2.5-million renovation, the Lohr is ready for its next 
incarnation as a premier location for mixed-use businesses. The Wilkinsburg Community 
Development Corporation  recognizes the importance of restoring this significant piece of 
Western Pennsylvania main street architecture. Still available for lease are the 2,350-square-
foot, one-story storefront facing South Avenue and the 2nd and 3rd floor flexible, mixed-use 
commercial space totaling more than 6,000 sq. feet.

       The renovation has been spearheaded by the WCDC and made possible in part thanks to 
a generous $1 million contribution from The Richard King Mellon Foundation and a $10,000 
grant from the WCDC’s Facade Renovation Program.  

1956 view of the Lohr Building

What is the future for the restored Lohr Building?

2019 Lohr Building undergoing renovation



Kregar Building at 900 Wood Street continues to have an IMPACT in the Borough!  

Edward Russell Kregar was born 
April 28, 1870 in Rockwood , 
Somerset County, PA. He moved to 
Wilkinsburg and initially sold butter 
and eggs door to door using his 
horse and buggy. By 1898 he and 
his father, William S. Kregar opened 
a store in the 800 block of Wood 
Street. 

In 1908 the father-son team opened 
a larger store in this building at 900 
Wood Street at the corner of Ross 
Avenue. This image is from 1962. 

Edward R. Kregar was a well respected 
businessman in Wilkinsburg who served 
the community in many ways. He and his 
wife Lucy Kerner Kregar were in the 
butter/egg/bakery business on Wood 
Street for more than a half a century.

They lived at 747 North Avenue and had 
six children, Helen, William, Edward Jr., 
Howard, Louise and Ruth.

“Ed” died in 1945 and is buried in 
Woodlawn Cemetery. 

The Kregar Building is situated in a 
great location in Wilkinsburg at the 
corner of Wood Street and Ross 
Avenue. The building is first-class with 
9 Cafe, a restaurant on the first floor 
and spacious co-working offices on 
the second floor.  Over the past 110 
years it served many commercial 
purposes including retail grocery, 
bakery, optical, dentist office, beauty 
shop, real estate company, bank and 
sandwich shop.

The second story of the Kregar Building, 900 Wood, is home to Upper Level Networking 
where business or organizations may “Connect: Collaborate: Share Offices”. A monthly 
fee provides many opportunities for meeting and networking. 

The street level front area is home to 9 Cafe, and the rear storefront has just been opened 
for more options. For information, call (412) 849-3434, or visit Upper Level Networking on 
Facebook.



Wilkinsburg Historical Society has a website, currently being revised. 
The Wilkinsburg Historical Society has a website to share more information about the history of 

Wilkinsburg.  To visit the site:   wilkinsburghistory.wordpress.com 

Mailing address: Wilkinsburg Historical Society, P.O. Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 

We meet at 7:30 PM on the third Monday of months March, June, August and November 
usually at the South Avenue United Methodist Church in Wilkinsburg. WE HOPE TO SEE YOU 
THERE!      The Archives Historical Society newsletter is published monthly, March through 
November. 

Wilkinsburg Historical Society yearly dues for the Wilkinsburg Historical Society are:                     
$20.00 INDIVIDUAL Member,   $35.00 FAMILY Membership                                                        
$10.00 STUDENT or ASSOCIATE Members (for out of towners who usually can’t attend 
meetings) Please keep your membership dues up to date. 

Please check out the “GoFundMe Lincoln Statue for 
Wilkinsburg”online to see how you can contribute to a 
new bronze statue for Wilkinsburg. Every donation is 
deeply appreciated. 

You may also send a donation towards a new Lincoln 
Statue directly to the Wilkinsburg Historical Society,       
PO Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA 15235

Anytime is a good 
time to pay your dues 
for the Wilkinsburg 
Historical Society. We 
have many 
preservation projects 
going on, plus the 
cost of sending out 
the Archives and 
providing displays for  
Wilkinsburg events.

Many thanks to those 
of you who have 
already sent in your 
membership dues. 
Please use the 
address on the form, 
our PO box.

Books created by the Wilkinsburg Historical Society are available for purchase at both 
branches of the Wilkinsburg Public Library. (605 Ross Avenue, 15221 and at the Eastridge 

Branch, Graham Blvd at Gaywood Drive, 15235.) The Images of America - Wilkinsburg is $20.  
and the Wilkinsburg 1887-2012 125 years is available for just $10.


