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The first week of every October has always been significant to Wilkinsburg.  The Borough was 
incorporated October 5, 1887 after several legal petitions had been presented to the courts. 
The area had been known as Wilkinsburg since 1812 and had a Wilkinsburg post office and 
post master beginning in 1840. However, the village was not officially a Borough until October 
5, 1887. The long seventy-five year delay in incorporating was primarily because the largest 
landowner in the area was coal and lime dealer and railroad tie businessman James Kelly. 
Kelly enjoyed the simple life in the village he owned and resided in, and did not want to 
change that. He was a generous man who regularly gave parcels of land to any religious 
group who wished to build a church. His generosity to people of faith created a dense 
concentration of church buildings in Wilkinsburg, thus the nickname “City of Churches” for the 
village. Many of the Borough’s forty churches were built over a century ago with outstanding 
craftsmanship and architectural details. 

Preservation Pittsburgh’s Religious Architectural Heritage committee is providing a  
Sacred Spaces Tour II on Saturday, October 12, 2019 to invite the public to explore 
Wilkinsburg and visit some of these historic worship spaces. The architects and historians of 
Preservation Pittsburgh have researched a dozen Wilkinsburg churches to provide additional 
information from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The tour will be free to attend and open to the public. 

St. James Catholic, St. Mark AME, Covenant Fellowship Reformed Presbyterian, Christian 
Church, Gethsemane Holiness Church, St. Stephen’s Episcopal and the Singer Mansion (First 
Spiritualist Church) and are among the twelve religious properties featured. Images below 
show five of the buildings also participating in the open house tour: Pittsburgh Urban Christian 
School (PUCS), Mulberry Presbyterian, Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, Mulberry Community 
Church and South Avenue United Methodist Church.




Newly renovated Turner School set to re-open its doors for students  

After a two-year renovation and restoration, Turner elementary school, located at 
1833 Laketon Road in Wilkinsburg is ready to welcome students back to the 
classrooms. Turner is enlarged, modernized and ready to educate students in 
second grade through sixth. The image above was taken the last week of 
September, 2019. The students who will use the new school have been having 
classes in the former Wilkinsburg High School building on Wallace Avenue. The 
entire community is welcome to an Open House at Turner School on October 29. 

This image from February 2019 shows Turner School during the renovations. The 
entire building has been improved, including the heating and cooling systems, 
plumbing, lighting, and up to date building code compliance. The new windows 
will provide a bright learning environment. The fabulous new facility includes new 
fencing and landscaping. 



 

Allison School on the corner of Wallace Avenue and Mill Street was built in 1927 to 
accommodate the ever-increasing student population in Wilkinsburg. In 1985 Allison School 
was closed and students were relocated to other area elementary schools. In September 
1993 the building was sold and used for storage for the next 25 years. In November 2017 the 
building was purchased by Hosanna House, the non-profit group which renovated the former 
Horner School next door to Allison. The ninety-two year old Allison School was razed last 
week and the 1.1 acre parcel is a blank slate.

The school was named for James L. Allison, a district superintendent from 1902 to 1922. In 
the 1922 retirement tribute for Mr. James Allison, the main speaker was William C. Graham, 
principal of the High School.  Graham had worked closely with Allison for the entire twenty 
years of Allison’s involvement in Wilkinsburg schools. In speaking of Mr. AIlison's traits 
Graham talks about Allison’s character. The attributes which brought success to his efforts he 
mentioned first,  "He is industrious, prompt, positive and decided. Because of these he can do 
more work in a given time than any man I ever knew." Second, “His perfect honesty, 
truthfulness and straightforwardness”. Third, “While he sympathizes with others, he never 
inflicts his own troubles upon any one.” Fourth, “His sympathy. He invites suggestions from his 
subordinates.” Fifth, “His ability to put into practice the precept that “Whoever will be great, let 
him be your minister.” Mr. Allison always upheld the dignity of his office. It pays to practice the 
little niceties of life. “You may take with you when you go, your personal effects and earthly 
goods, but you cannot remove from us the pleasant memories and splendid influence.”



 

Nearly a century after James Allison 
retired in 1922 from the Wilkinsburg 
School District, the school which 
bore his name is gone. The 
educators, school board and school 
leaders today, in 2019, are on track 
to provide the best educational 
environment again for the children of 
the Borough of Wilkinsburg. Many 
words in this 1922 article are 
relevant today.



Wilkinsburg athletic field undergoing epic renovation by Chatham University.  

Much progress is happening at Wilkinsburg’s historic Graham Field, the former home of 
the Wilkinsburg Tigers. Chatham University, with financial assistance from the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and others is investing $3.8 million to upgrade the field, 
install artificial turf, renovate the Grandstand, increase parking space, install lighting, and 
landscape the surrounding area. This upgraded soccer/lacrosse field will be the new 
home of the Chatham Cougars, and will be known as UPMC Graham Field. There are 
future plans to have summer camps for children as well as available times for Wilkinsburg 
teams to use the field. 

Graham Field was originally named in honor of William C. Graham, Wilkinsburg High 
School principal from 1903-1928, then became superintendent from 1929 to 1941. At 
approximately 7 acres, Graham Field has been used for football, baseball and track since 
1916. This field was the former Johnston Family farm in the late 1800s.

UPMC Graham Field is being renovated by Chatham University for their men’s and 
women’s soccer and lacrosse teams. It will also be marked so that Wilkinsburg Youth 
football may have early practices and Imani Christian Academy high school football 
team will continue to use the field.



Wilkinsburg Historical Society has a website, currently being revised. 
The Wilkinsburg Historical Society has a website to share more information about the history of 
Wilkinsburg.  To visit the site:   wilkinsburghistory.wordpress.com 

Mailing address: Wilkinsburg Historical Society, P.O. Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 

We meet at 7:30 PM on the third Monday of months March, June, August and November usually 
at the South Avenue United Methodist Church in Wilkinsburg. WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!      
The Archives Historical Society newsletter is published monthly, March through November. 

Wilkinsburg Historical Society yearly dues for the Wilkinsburg Historical Society are:                     
$20.00 INDIVIDUAL Member,   $35.00 FAMILY Membership                                                        
$10.00 STUDENT or ASSOCIATE Members (for out of towners who usually can’t attend meetings) 
Please keep your membership dues up to date. 

Wilkinsburg Historical Society is involved with preservation projects in the area. Donations are 
appreciated.Please send to: Wilkinsburg Historical Society, P.O. Box 17252, Pittsburgh, PA 
15235

Our email address and the website is currently being revised. 

Please check out the “GoFundMe Lincoln Statue for Wilkinsburg”online to see how 
you can contribute to a new bronze statue for Wilkinsburg. Every donation is deeply 
appreciated.

Anytime is a good 
time to pay your dues 
for the Wilkinsburg 
Historical Society. We 
have many 
preservation projects 
going on, plus the 
cost of sending out 
the Archives and 
providing displays for  
Wilkinsburg events.

Many thanks to those 
of you who have 
already sent in your 
membership dues. 
Please use the 
address on the form, 
our PO box.

Books created by the Wilkinsburg Historical Society are available for purchase at both 
branches of the Wilkinsburg Public Library. (605 Ross Avenue, 15221 and at the Eastridge 
Branch, Graham Blvd at Gaywood Drive, 15235.) The Images of America - Wilkinsburg is $20.  
and the Wilkinsburg 1887-2012 125 years is available for just $10.


