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Our mission is to promote the 

revitalization of Wilkinsburg and 

surrounding areas through business 

and residential development; 

organizational and individual civic 

leadership; and cultural enrichment.
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As you travel through Wilkinsburg, you’ll see a big dif erence 
from a few years ago. Streetscape improvements are in 
place. New signage and traffi  c controllers are helping traffi  c 
l ow. And one thing you can really notice is the improved 
cleanliness of our streets and sidewalks, thanks to our 
beautii cation ef orts. 

WCDC also has a prominent storefront location at Wood 
Street and Penn Avenue. It is a very visible sign that we’re 
in business to grow business and transform the commercial 
district. If you haven’t yet visited our offi  ce, I encourage 
you to stop by and see the depth of our available resources. 

But there is much more than the obvious visible 
improvements. One of the things I am most proud of is the 
strategic planning process that WCDC has undertaken with 
an outside facilitator funded by Pittsburgh Partnership for 
Neighborhood Development. Working with our board 
of directors over many long meetings, the culmination of 
this ef ort is a i ve-year strategic plan that provides a specii c 
roadmap of activities for our board to implement. It covers 
four specii c areas: mission, vision, belief statements, and 
strategic initiatives and goals. We prominently feature a 
one-page summary at every meeting to keep us focused on 
our mission and charge. 

h rough a concerted real estate marketing program, we are 
seeing increased interest in our available retail properties. Our 
façade improvement program has produced some dramatic 
storefront transformations, too. Trees and landscaping, litter 
prevention and remediation, and increased public safety have 
all contributed to a clean, safe and inviting business district 
that creates a welcoming environment for visitors. 

While we work to grow businesses and encourage new 
small businesses in our community, we are ever mindful 
of supporting our youth, for we know that youth are the 
future of any successful community. 

I look forward to your continued support of WCDC. 
We’ve accomplished much in a few short years, but in 
many ways the hard work is just beginning as we strive to 
ensure a steady supply of clean, safe, code-ready buildings 
that will attract new businesses to the community. h is will 
clearly demonstrate that Wilkinsburg is open for business!

Leslie Patterson
President

Another year! And so much more progress.
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Revitalization of the Wilkinsburg commercial business district is a 

top priority for our future. h e WCDC continues to foster economic 

development and improve the business corridor by supporting existing 

businesses, attracting new businesses and improving the appearance of 

the commercial corridor.

• Realtor and marketing support of 40 commercial properties achieved 

with funding from PNC Foundation

• h rough our available properties listing, seven properties have sold 

and i ve vacant storefronts house new businesses

• Two large development projects are underway and a feasibility study on 

blighted commercial property will support future commercial projects

• Storefront and façade improvement grants are currently available 

through the WCDC

• Hosting small business i nancing workshops in partnership with 

Dollar Bank helps bring new businesses to our community

Leslie Parr attended our i rst small business workshop, found a space to rent through our 

assistance and opened Shining Stars Daycare in the center of Wilkinsburg’s business district.

Development
BUILDING

SALE

BUILDING

SALE

412.727.7855

WCDC
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“It has been a really great, smooth transition thanks to 

cooperation and assistance from the borough, WCDC, 

and Dollar Bank. I am living proof of all the help and 

support that is available and how it can lead to success.” 

Leslie Parr, Wilkinsburg Business Owner



4

“h ank you so much! I didn’t know how 
I was going to i x it all. Such a blessing!” 
Margo Williams, Wilkinsburg homeowner assisted 
by the Wilkinsburg Aff ordable Housing Coalition
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Community

“he WCDC funding helped us devote more money to scholarships 

so that more kids could join the Boys and Girls Clubs”  

Ann Greider, Wilkinsburg Community Ministry

• Partnering with the Western PA Conservancy’s 

TreeVitalize program, Nine Mile Run Watershed 

Association and the Borough of Wilkinsburg, 109 new 

trees were planted in the business corridor

• Supporting the Wilkinsburg Boys and Girls 

Club, Wilkinsburg Community Ministry and the 

Wilkinsburg Youth Police Academy has provided 53 

summer camp opportunities and helped provide meals 

in the summer for over 360 children

• Meeting monthly with the Borough’s Chief of Police, 

Director of Code Enforcement and Director of Public 

Works ensures the safety of our visitors, residents and 

businesses 

• Twenty households received low cost repairs through 

the Wilkinsburg Afordable Housing Coalition: 

Habitat for Humanity, Pittsburgh Housing 

Development Association, Rebuilding Together 

Pittsburgh, Wilkinsburg Christian Housing and 

Wilkinsburg Code Department

he WCDC has refurbished 63 lampposts, manufactured 44 litter receptacles and 

hung 80 banners. Our streets are kept litter free by our Beautiication Coordinator.
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We’re improving the image of Wilkinsburg, how people perceive our 

business district and how residents feel about our community. Our 

ef orts are helping to get the word out about positive activities and news 

in our neighborhood.

• Marketing Art in the Park, Community Day, parades, events and 

celebrations

• Engaging in a media campaign to promote positive news stories 

through press releases, email blasts and Facebook

• Hosting annual events to support collaborative ef orts and the 

progress of our community partners

• Publishing a monthly page in the Wilkinsburg Sun Newsletter

• Providing support for the Borough of Wilkinsburg’s 125th 

Anniversary Celebration

• Maintaining the WCDC website which contains a business district 

directory and a calendar of activities and events

Identity
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he WCDC has generated 

63 positive media hits 
in the past two years.
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Financials

he Neighborhood Partnership 

Program (NPP), an initiative of 

the Pennsylvania Department 

of Community and Economic 

Development (DCED), is about to 

begin its fourth year, with program 

funds being split between the 

WCDC and Pittsburgh History 

and Landmarks Foundation 

(PHLF). With funding support 

from TriState Capital Bank of 

$2 million over six years, PHLF is 

making a big impact in Wilkinsburg 

through housing programs and 

vacant lot improvement projects. 

If your corporation or business is 

interested in the revitalization of 

Wilkinsburg, new Pennsylvania 

DCED guidelines ofer generous 

tax credits to businesses in exchange 

for your support of WCDC and 

our neighborhood partners. Please 

contact us for more information. 

TOTAL EXPENSES $398,319

58% Community Initiatives $229,908

25% Personnel $100,876

5% Space Costs & Facilities $18,390

9% Professional Services $37,264

2% Operating Expenses $8,290

1% Conferences & Travel $3,590

TOTAL INCOME  $444,430

78% Neighborhood Partnership Program $350,000

19% Foundations $85,000

2%  Corporate Contributions $7,314

1% Individual Contributions $2,116



Many thanks to our generous supporters.
INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT

Evan Aiello & 
Richard Hawkinberry

Jennifer Ali eri

Donna Bour

Anitra Branch

Paula Breuer

Andrew & Julie Butcher

Jim & Bonnie Butler

Jason & Pam Cohn

Tracey & Christopher Evans

Stephen Hirtle

John & Virginia Irwin

Pamela Macklin

Jan & Judi Maczka

Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson & 
Eric Johnson

Glenn & Kathleen McKenzie

Carin Mincemoyer

Leslie Patterson

Debra Raubenstrauch

James Richard

Mindy Joy Schwartz

John & Barbara h ompson

Bernard C. Wetzel

Cameil Williams

Ralph Yearick

MAJOR FUNDERS

TriState Capital Bank

Neighborhood Partnership Program

PA Department of Community & 
Economic Development

CORPORATIONS & 

FOUNDATIONS

Dollar Bank

Dominion Foundation 

First Niagara

McCune Foundation

Pittsburgh Partnership for 
Neighborhood Development

PNC Foundation

h e Pittsburgh Foundation

BUSINESS SUPPORT

Catered Elegance

Davis Optical

James Floral & Gift Shoppe

Kenyon Jewelers

Khan Medical Associates

Pittsburgh Dry Cleaners & Furriers, Inc.

Wilkinsburg Beverage Co.

Your CFO of Pittsburgh

ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT

Kiwanis Foundation of Wilkinsburg

Rotary Club of Wilkinsburg

Western PA School for the Deaf 

Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce

PARTNERS

Allegheny County Economic 
Development

Borough of Wilkinsburg

Community Technical Assistance 
Center of Pittsburgh

Congress of Neighboring 
Communities - CONNECT

Habitat for Humanity

Hosanna House, Inc.

Institute for Entrepreneurial 
Excellence, University of Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh Community 
Reinvestment Group

Pittsburgh History and Landmarks 
Foundation

Nine Mile Run Watershed Association

Rebuilding Together Pittsburgh

Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce

Wilkinsburg Christian Housing

Wilkinsburg School District

Wilkinsburg Sun Newsletter

Printing generously provided by LionWorks Printing & Graphics at the Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf. Photography provided by Martha Rial and Habitat for Humanity.

You can help revitalize Wilkinsburg by sending a tax-deductible contribution to WCDC, 
1001 Wood Street, Wilkinsburg PA 15221. You can also donate online at www.wilkinsburgcdc.org.
h e Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation is a non–proi t organization declared tax-exempt by the federal government (under section 501(c)3 of the IRS code) and the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. A copy of our offi  cial registration may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free from within Pennsylvania (800) 732-0999. 

Registration does not imply endorsement. All donations to the Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation are tax deductible to the full extent of the law.



1001 Wood Street
Wilkinsburg PA 15221

(412) 727-7855
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org


