Sta anks to our partners and supporters likéhgou,
Tracey Evans 2015-16 year was full of rsts and major mile

Properties were sold ] }
Executive Director

within Wilkinsburg’s

New businesses

opened in . Central Business Business District Wilkinsburg Community Wilkinsburg Community Jennifer Salmans ‘H NLFNHG RII WKH \HDU ZLWK RXU AUVW 0DLQ 6
Wilkinsburg’s District. Business owners Development Corporation Development Corporation Main Street Manager highlighted our community’s growing food scene. The tour was an opportunity
WR DQQRXQFH :LONLQVEXUJ:-V AUVW OLTXRU OLF

Central Business participated in business were improved

District. support programs 1001 Wood Street 2015-16Community Impact Report
hosted or sponsored 3 Wilkinsburg, PA 15221 y p p
by the WCDC. : Positive press stories (412) 727-7855 Gordon Manker
. about_WiIkinsburg_were wilkinsburgcdc.org Business Development Specialist
published as a direct F3 @wilkinsburgCDC Sandra Roberts
Administrative Coordinator

Marlee Gallagher . +RXVH ZKLFK EHFDPH WKH AUVW UHVWDXUDQW
Communications & Outreach Coordinator L )
prohibition ended in 1935!

:H DOVR PDQDJHG RXU AUVW EXVLQHVY SODQQLQ
become an ongoing program offered biannually. And we ended the year with
DQRWKHU AUVW DV ZH UHFHLYHG RXU AUVW HYH

People seeking info about
housing, vacant property,
business development,

eeccccccccse

Businesses recieve
WCDC image 5 <
improvement . EEIR OIS (I #GoodAllOver

and more were assisteg
by the WCDC.

grants, totaling
$31,000.

distributed by
the WCDC.

Wilkinsburg: Good All Over

At the WCDC, our mission is to promote the revitalization of Wilkinsburg through business & residential development;
organizational & individual civic leadership; and ethnic & cultural diversupport your community, donate to the
WCDC at wilkinsburgcdc.org/donate
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,Q DGGLWLRQ WR WKHVH AUVWY ZH FRQWLQXHG
annual programs and events such as the Wilkinsburg House & Garden Tour and
Vacant Home Tour. Collectively, these events engaged over a thousand people,
reaching even more through positive press stories and social media outreach.

Over the next year, we will focus much of our attention on the Wilkinsburg Train
Station Restoration, a milestone project that will bring a long-vacant historic
landmark back to productive use as a transit-focused public space. Be sure to visi
WilkStation.org to learn more about this exciting new project.

We hope that you'll join us over the next year as we continue working to make

Wilkinsburg good all over!

re

Bernie Wetzel
Board President, 2015-2016




Working with Chatham
University, we establishelBood
in Wilkinsburg: A Culinary
Community Tour The tour
invited media professionals
to visit Wilkinsburg, try a
sampling of food from
local gardens, grocers, and
restaurants, and document

their experiences. The event symmer with a celebration as

resulted in six positive press Salvatore’s Pizza House served®
stories about Wilkinsburg and
exposure for eight great local

We celebrated theeopening
of Abator IT, which previously
operated in Wilkinsburg in the
1980s. In 2013, the business
owners decided to return
to their family’s roots, and
bought and renovated the

IRUPHU :RQGD\ )LOP 6HUYLFH

building at 615 South Ave.

Cheers! We ended the

the rst alcoholic drink in
Wilkinsburg since 1935.

A staple in our community for
the past 30 years, Salvatore’s
ZDV WKH AUVW :L O N ie¥&itdglow our
restaurant to apply for and business development
UHFHLYH D OLTX Rgowﬂm@%ysuppm
IROORZLQJ RXU OL Igcgllént%brgﬁéﬁ?s\,/\ﬁe
UHIHUHQGXP LQ 0Djkroduced an eight-week
workshop that follows the
CORE FOUR Business
Planning CourseWe offered
the workshop free-of-charge
for both existing and aspiring
businesses.

At the end of the month,
we hosted our3rd Annual
Wilkinsburg House & Garden
Tour in Blackridge. This
tour was our largest yet with
10 featured stops and 500
ttendees. A total of $15,240
was raised to support our

programs.

We also welcomed the
Leadership Development
Initiative to Wilkinsburg with
a presentation, tour, and
several community dinners
at homes, businesses, and
churches throughout the

WhyNotWilkinsburg to watch

Around the same time, we
were invited to present the

‘H FHOHEUDWHG R%%} mnilliop gyant from
Business Planning Workshop

graduation at Hosanna
+RXVH
some just starting out and
others with over 20 years of

experience, graduated.

Why Not Wilkinsburg?a
documentary written and
directed by Wilkinsburg
QDWLYH OLQHWWH 6HDWH DLUHG
on WQED as part of the
Renewal & Reality series.
OLQHWWH WDNHYV Yiesiaurgws @ Qhildcare
tour of Wilkinsburg’s past, providers, the graduates
present, and future. all shared their desire to
grow their businesses in
&KHFN RXW ELWWIRinsburg. The workshop
series has since become
a part of our ongoing
programming, and we are
excited to offer it to local
entrepreneurs every spring
and fall.

the full documentary.

Vacant Home Tour at the

JRXUWHHQ B Sietigr/Repteration

to raise the remaining funding

food businesses.
borough. Over 50 young U H J L R GBlightABdotcamp

professionals were accepted The day-long event aimed to
into the leadership program, connect people to resources
which included and best practices to increase
developing a the impact of community-
community event based approaches to
in Wilkinsburg. addressing blight.

Just before the end of the
calendar year, we received

Where do you see
WKH 5LFKDUG .LQJy@i{M53 @ 10 years?

JRXQGDWLRQ WR VXg3B8dY p tions,

Project The grant was made

- 9 Pittsburgh Quarterly, featured
conditional upon our ability

Wilkinsburg, highlighting our
recent accomplishments and

needed to stabilize this  pcoming projects. Pittsburgh

historic landmark over the

to learn more. Neighborhoodspredicting

that our community will rank
among the most desirable in
2026.

JURP FRQWUDFWRUV WR

We kicked off the New Year
with some exciting business
QHZV DV 6WHHO &LW\ ORYHUV
our local moving company, Positive press like this is
fully crowdfunded theiKiva critical to our community
Zip loan. Their loan was our  because it helps us overcome
VHFRQG HQGRUVH G lohgYsEandihgSnegative
ORDQ $V D .LYD =pegepiiahX We/aréady know
we were proud to support this  Wilkinsburg isgood all over
local business as it So it was great to receive
continues to grow these recognitions from
and thrive in our some of our region’s biggest
community. publications.

Partnering
with the
Borough
of Wilkinsburg’s Community
Art and Civic Design

3LWWVEXUJK 0D JD]COMNEsEG we were

accepted into theTemporary
Public Art + Placemaking
Program a collaboration
between

ndmar . 0DJD]LQH OLVWHG NeighRorhgode x u J
next year. Visit WilkStation.org 55 one 0f3 Up-And-Coming

Allies and the
2IAFH Rl 3XEOLF
Art.

Participation in the program
provides the opportunity
for our organization, the

borough, and community to

work with a selected artist
to create a public artwork in

Wilkinsburg over two years.
Through this opportunity, we business district on weekends.

will also be participating in a
Placemaking Academy for the

duration of the program.

This is an
ongoing
initiative,
so stay
tuned for
updates!

vacancy, and tools to address
and remediate blight. Two

‘H FRPSOHWHG R XU Workshgps\wereheld in
Main Street evaluationwhich conjunction with the tour.
reviewed our success in Learn more about the tour at
IROORZLQJ WKH 0D L ¢/asanttdamngure_nk u
Point Approach during our
initial year in the program.

Financials

Revenue

$686,565
/IDWHU LQ 0D\ WKUHH ORFDO

organizations received our
Youth Mini-Grants Rebuilding
Together Pittsburgh for a
revitalization project in the
EORFN RI )UDQNOLQ $YH
where the tragic shooting took
SODFH LQ ODUFK 3LWWyEXHIK, ‘RoRUV
Urban Christian School for B &RUSRUDWLRQV )RXQGDWLRQV
Robotics Camp scholarships B Businesses & Organizations - $17,428

Lovett Sundries opendteir for low-income Wilkinsburg W [Individuals - $7,974

brick and mortar shop at 606 students: and the Union Other - $759
South Ave. This family-owned of African Communities in
business specializes in made- Southwestern PA for their Expenses

Two weeks later, the
Leadership Development
Initiative hosted their PopUp!
Pittsburgh eventi.ink on
Penn a community day in
partnership with the Sanctuary .y FORVHG RXW RXU AVFDO \HDU

Project’s annual block with exciting news as we
community party. Though it was arainy yecejvedNational Main Street

in-Wilkinsburg body and
household cleaning products.

Originally an online store,
the shop is now open in our

\RXWK DTXDSRQLFV S¥RJUBP LQ
Wilkinsburg.

Two major

events took day, dozens of Wilkinsburg

SODFH LQ 0D\ )L U8piggntyzgame out to share
hosted our secondvacant their stories, play games,
Home TourRQ 0D\  ZK L Figten to live music, and
engaged over 700 people in connect with neighbors.
a community event focused
on neighborhood history,

Accreditationduring the PA

Downtown Center’s annual
conference. This accreditation
recognizes our organizational

achievements that meet or

H[FHHG ODLQ 6WUHH
10 Standards of Performance.

B Business District Revitalization - $217,650

Bl Clean, Green & Safe - $109,155
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