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Wilkinsburg: Good All Over

At the WCDC, our mission is to promote the revitalization of Wilkinsburg through business & residential development; 
organizational & individual civic leadership; and ethnic & cultural diversity. Support your community, donate to the 
WCDC at wilkinsburgcdc.org/donate.
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8
New businesses 

opened in 
Wilkinsburg’s 

Central Business 
District.

14
Properties were sold 
within Wilkinsburg’s 

Central Business 
District.

188
Business owners 

participated in business 
support programs 

hosted or sponsored 
by the WCDC. 8

Businesses recieved 
WCDC image 
improvement 

grants, totaling 
$31,000.

4
Business District 
property facades 
were improved.

26
Positive press stories 

about Wilkinsburg were 
published as a direct 

result of press releases 
distributed by 
the WCDC.

2015-16 by the numbers

543
People seeking info about 
housing, vacant property, 
business development, 
and more were assisted 

by the WCDC.

2015-16 Community Impact Report

�:�H���N�L�F�N�H�G���R�I�I���W�K�H���\�H�D�U���Z�L�W�K���R�X�U���À�U�V�W���0�D�L�Q���6�W�U�H�H�W���H�Y�H�Q�W�����)�R�R�G���L�Q���:�L�O�N�L�Q�V�E�X�U�J�����Z�K�L�F�K��
highlighted our community’s growing food scene. The tour was an opportunity 
�W�R���D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H���:�L�O�N�L�Q�V�E�X�U�J�·�V���À�U�V�W���O�L�T�X�R�U���O�L�F�H�Q�V�H���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�W���6�D�O�Y�D�W�R�U�H�·�V���3�L�]�]�D��
�+�R�X�V�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���E�H�F�D�P�H���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���U�H�V�W�D�X�U�D�Q�W���W�R���V�H�U�Y�H���D�O�F�R�K�R�O���L�Q���R�X�U���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���V�L�Q�F�H��
prohibition ended in 1935! 

�:�H���D�O�V�R���P�D�Q�D�J�H�G���R�X�U���À�U�V�W���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S���V�H�U�L�H�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�V���V�L�Q�F�H��
become an ongoing program offered biannually. And we ended the year with 
�D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���À�U�V�W���D�V���Z�H���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���R�X�U���À�U�V�W���H�Y�H�U���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���0�D�L�Q���6�W�U�H�H�W���$�F�F�U�H�G�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q����
�Z�K�L�F�K���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�V���R�X�U���V�X�F�F�H�V�V���L�Q���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���H�[�F�H�H�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���0�D�L�Q���6�W�U�H�H�W��
Program’s Standards of Performance. 

�,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H�V�H���À�U�V�W�V�����Z�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���S�U�R�P�R�W�L�Q�J���R�X�U���Z�R�U�N���D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���W�K�U�R�X�J�K��
annual programs and events such as the Wilkinsburg House & Garden Tour and 
Vacant Home Tour. Collectively, these events engaged over a thousand people, 
reaching even more through positive press stories and social media outreach. 

Over the next year, we will focus much of our attention on the Wilkinsburg Train 
Station Restoration, a milestone project that will bring a long-vacant historic 
landmark back to productive use as a transit-focused public space. Be sure to visit 
WilkStation.org to learn more about this exciting new project.

We hope that you’ll join us over the next year as we continue working to make 
Wilkinsburg good all over!

�anks to our partners and supporters like you, the 
   2015-16 year was full of �rsts and major milestones.



Major Donors

Foundations
�)�L�U�V�W���1�L�D�J�D�U�D���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q
�+�R�Z�D�U�G���	���1�H�O�O���(�����0�L�O�O�H�U���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q
�0�D�Q�V�P�D�Q�Q���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q
�0�F�&�X�Q�H���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q
Neighborhood Allies
The Heinz Endowments
�7�K�H���3�L�W�W�V�E�X�U�J�K���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q
�7�K�H���3�1�&���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q

Businesses & Organizations
Akator Construction LLC
�$�0���7�U�X�V�W
�%�1�<���0�H�O�O�R�Q
�&�L�Y�L�F���6�T�X�D�U�H�����/�/�&
�&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���/�,�)�(
�&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�P�D�Q���0�L�N�H���'�R�\�O�H
CORO Pittsburgh
�&���6�����0�F�.�H�H�����/�/�3

�(�D�V�W���(�Q�G���)�R�R�G���&�R���R�S
East End Holdings, LLC
�)�O�\�Q�Q���&�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q
Glenn Engineering & Associates
Habitat for Humanity
�+�D�L�U���)�D�L�U���%�H�D�X�W�\���6�X�S�S�O�\
Jackson Hewitt Tax Service
�-�D�P�H�V���)�O�R�Z�H�U���	���*�L�I�W���6�K�R�S�S�H
�.�H�Q�\�R�Q���-�H�Z�H�O�H�U�V
�0�D�K�H�U���'�X�H�V�V�H�O
�0�H�W�U�R���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���+�H�D�O�W�K���&�H�Q�W�H�U
�0�L�O�H�V�W�R�Q�H���&�H�Q�W�H�U�V���,�Q�F��
Nancy’s East End Diner
Neighbors Unite Wilkinsburg
PA Economy League Inc.
Peoples Natural Gas
Pittsburgh Community Reinvestment Group
Pittsburgh Dry Cleaners
�3�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���0�R�U�W�J�D�J�H���&�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q
Rebuilding Together Pittsburgh
�5�H�J�H�Q�W���6�T�X�D�U�H���5�H�Q�W�D�O�V���&�3���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W
Rocky Enterprises LLC
Salvatore’s Pizza House
Second United Presbyterian Church
Stanton Industrial Electric
�7�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H���$�3
The Wilkinsburg Sun
Thompson Gusic
United Way of Allegheny Co.
Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf
Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
Wilkinsburg Sun
Witherel & Associates
WTAE
�<�R�X�U���&�)�2

Individuals
A. Loretta Carter
A. William Schenck
Alain Tamonoche
Albert Niko Triulzi
Andre Scott
Ashley Deal
Bernie Wetzel
Bridgette & Chad Chalmers
Charles Salmans & Robin Wakeman
Christa Ross
�&�K�U�L�V�W�L�Q�H���.�X�V�K
Dee Jay Oshry
E. Philip Wilson
�*�H�U�U�R�G���9�����:�L�Q�V�W�R�Q���	���,�Y�H�W�W�H���0�R�Q�J�D�O�R
Greg Whitted
James & Nancy Richard
James P. & Bonnie Butler
Jonathan & Jennifer Salmans
John & Virginia Irwin
Jonathan & Shannon Bennett
Joseph Tedesco
June Waldman
�-�D�P�H�V���:�H�G�G�H�O�O���	���6�D�Q�G�U�D���)�D�X�O�N
Leonora Stein
�/�L�V�D���'�H�Q�Q�L�V���	���-�R�D�Q���0�X�V�H�U
�/�L�V�D���	���&�U�D�L�J���0�R�V�V
�0�D�U�F�L�D���6�P�L�W�K
�0�D�U�L�W�D���	���%�H�Y�H�U�O�\���*�D�U�U�H�W�W
�0�D�U�O�H�H���*�D�O�O�D�J�K�H�U
�0�L�F�K�H�O�H���6�D�O�L�Q�J
�1�D�Q�F�\���	���0�L�F�K�D�H�O���0�X�U�S�K�\
Paula Breuer & Vic Pregel
Peter & Nancy DelPresto
Ralph Yearick
Rick Varner

Stephanie Helsel
Tracey T. Evans
Velma Harris
Vicki & Pete Smith

Partners
Allegheny Conference on 
        Community Development
Allegheny County Economic Development
Borough of Wilkinsburg
Biddle’s Escape
CONNECT
�)�D�O�N���6�F�K�R�R�O���R�I���6�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�L�O�L�W�\
�*�U�H�D�W�H�U���3�L�W�W�V�E�X�U�J�K���0�$�'���'�$�'�6
Hosanna House, Inc.
�.�L�Y�D���=�L�S
Leadership Development Initiative
Pennsylvania Downtown Center
Pittsburgh Housing Development 
        Association, Inc.
Pittsburgh History & Landmarks 
�����������������)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q
Pittsburgh Urban Christian School
PittServes – University of Pittsburgh
�1�L�Q�H���0�L�O�H���5�X�Q���:�D�W�H�U�V�K�H�G���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q
�7�K�H���)�R�U�N���	���7�K�H���5�R�D�G
The Institute for Entrepreneurial 
        Excellence at the University of 
        Pittsburgh
Wilkinsburg Beverage
Wilkinsburg School District
Wilkinsburg Student Union
Wilkinsburg Youth Project
WQED

2015-16 friends & supporters

Photography �  Greg Sciulli, Jason Cohn, Martha Rial, Je� Lovett, Maranie 
Staab. Design �  WCDC. Printed at Herrmann Printing, Wilkinsburg, PA.

Expenses
$722,776

�0�D�M�R�U���'�R�Q�R�U�V����������������������
�&�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���	���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V����������������������
Businesses & Organizations - $17,428
Individuals - $7,974
Other - $759

Revenue
$686,565

Financials

Business District Revitalization - $217,650
Clean, Green & Safe - $109,155
�0�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���	���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�L�Q�J����������������������
�0�D�U�N�H�W�L�Q�J�����,�P�D�J�H���	���,�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\����������������������
�3�+�/�)����������������������
�7�U�D�L�Q���6�W�D�W�L�R�Q���	���)�X�Q�G�U�D�L�V�L�Q�J��������������������
Education & Youth - $21,689
Housing - $15,701

We celebrated the reopening 
of Abator IT, which previously 
operated in Wilkinsburg in the 
1980s. In 2013, the business 

owners decided to return 
to their family’s roots, and 
bought and renovated the 

�I�R�U�P�H�U���:�R�Q�G�D�\���)�L�O�P���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H��
building at 615 South Ave.

Working with Chatham 
University, we established Food 

in Wilkinsburg: A Culinary 
Community Tour. The tour 
invited media professionals 

to visit Wilkinsburg, try a 
sampling of food from 

local gardens, grocers, and 
restaurants, and document 
their experiences. The event 
resulted in six positive press 

stories about Wilkinsburg and 
exposure for eight great local 

food businesses. 

Cheers! We ended the 
summer with a celebration as 
Salvatore’s Pizza House served 

the �rst alcoholic drink in 
Wilkinsburg since 1935. 

A staple in our community for 
the past 30 years, Salvatore’s 

�Z�D�V���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���:�L�O�N�L�Q�V�E�X�U�J��
restaurant to apply for and 

�U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���D���O�L�T�X�R�U���O�L�F�H�Q�V�H��
�I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���R�X�U���O�L�T�X�R�U���O�L�F�H�Q�V�H��
�U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�G�X�P���L�Q���0�D�\������������

At the end of the month, 
we hosted our 3rd Annual 

Wilkinsburg House & Garden 
Tour in Blackridge. This 

tour was our largest yet with 
10 featured stops and 500 

attendees. A total of $15,240 
was raised to support our 

programs.

In an effort to grow our 
business development 

programming and support 
local entrepreneurs, we 

introduced an eight-week 
workshop that follows the 

CORE FOUR Business 
Planning Course. We offered 
the workshop free-of-charge 
for both existing and aspiring 

businesses.

Why Not Wilkinsburg?, a 
documentary written and 
directed by Wilkinsburg 

�Q�D�W�L�Y�H�����0�L�Q�H�W�W�H���6�H�D�W�H�����D�L�U�H�G��
on WQED as part of the 
Renewal & Reality series. 

�0�L�Q�H�W�W�H���W�D�N�H�V���Y�L�H�Z�H�U�V���R�Q���D��
tour of Wilkinsburg’s past, 

present, and future. 

�&�K�H�F�N���R�X�W���E�L�W���O�\��
WhyNotWilkinsburg to watch 

the full documentary.

Around the same time, we 
were invited to present the 
Vacant Home Tour at the 

�U�H�J�L�R�Q�·�V���À�U�V�W��Blight Bootcamp. 
The day-long event aimed to 
connect people to resources 

and best practices to increase 
the impact of community-

based approaches to 
addressing blight.

�:�H���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�G���R�X�U���À�U�V�W��
Business Planning Workshop 

graduation at Hosanna 
�+�R�X�V�H�����)�R�X�U�W�H�H�Q���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�H�V����
some just starting out and 

others with over 20 years of 
experience, graduated.

We kicked off the New Year 
with some exciting business 
�Q�H�Z�V���D�V���6�W�H�H�O���&�L�W�\���0�R�Y�H�U�V����
our local moving company, 
fully crowdfunded their Kiva 
Zip loan. Their loan was our 

�V�H�F�R�Q�G���H�Q�G�R�U�V�H�G���.�L�Y�D���=�L�S��
�O�R�D�Q�����$�V���D���.�L�Y�D���=�L�S���W�U�X�V�W�H�H����

we were proud to support this 
local business as it 
continues to grow 
and thrive in our 

community. 

Where do you see 
Wilkinsburg in 10 years? 
Two popular publications, 
�3�L�W�W�V�E�X�U�J�K���0�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H���D�Q�G��

Pittsburgh Quarterly, featured 
Wilkinsburg, highlighting our 
recent accomplishments and 
upcoming projects. Pittsburgh 
�0�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H���O�L�V�W�H�G���:�L�O�N�L�Q�V�E�X�U�J��
as one of 3 Up-And-Coming 
Neighborhoods, predicting 

that our community will rank 
among the most desirable in 

2026.

Partnering 
with the 
Borough 

of Wilkinsburg’s Community 
Art and Civic Design 

Commission, we were 
accepted into the Temporary 

Public Art + Placemaking 
Program, a collaboration 

between 
Neighborhood 
Allies and the 

�2�I�À�F�H���R�I���3�X�E�O�L�F��
Art. 

�:�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���R�X�U���À�U�V�W���\�H�D�U��
Main Street evaluation, which 

reviewed our success in 
�I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H���0�D�L�Q���6�W�U�H�H�W���)�R�X�U��

Point Approach during our 
initial year in the program. 

Lovett Sundries opened their 
brick and mortar shop at 606 
South Ave. This family-owned 
business specializes in made-

in-Wilkinsburg body and 
household cleaning products. 

Originally an online store, 
the shop is now open in our 

business district on weekends. 

Two major 
community 
events took 

�S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���0�D�\�����)�L�U�V�W�����Z�H��
hosted our second Vacant 

Home Tour �R�Q���0�D�\���������Z�K�L�F�K��
engaged over 700 people in 
a community event focused 
on neighborhood history, 

vacancy, and tools to address 
and remediate blight. Two 
workshops were held in 

conjunction with the tour. 
Learn more about the tour at 

VacantHomeTour.com.

�:�H���F�O�R�V�H�G���R�X�W���R�X�U���À�V�F�D�O���\�H�D�U��
with exciting news as we 

received National Main Street 
Accreditation during the PA 
Downtown Center’s annual 

conference. This accreditation 
recognizes our organizational 

achievements that meet or 
�H�[�F�H�H�G���0�D�L�Q���6�W�U�H�H�W���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�·�V��
10 Standards of Performance.

Two weeks later, the 
Leadership Development 

Initiative hosted their PopUp! 
Pittsburgh event, Link on 
Penn, a community day in 

partnership with the Sanctuary 
Project’s annual block 

party. Though it was a rainy 
day, dozens of Wilkinsburg 
residents came out to share 

their stories, play games, 
listen to live music, and 
connect with neighbors.

�/�D�W�H�U���L�Q���0�D�\�����W�K�U�H�H���O�R�F�D�O��
organizations received our 

Youth Mini-Grants: Rebuilding 
Together Pittsburgh for a 

revitalization project in the 
�����������E�O�R�F�N���R�I���)�U�D�Q�N�O�L�Q���$�Y�H����

where the tragic shooting took 
�S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���0�D�U�F�K�����3�L�W�W�V�E�X�U�J�K��
Urban Christian School for 

Robotics Camp scholarships 
for low-income Wilkinsburg 

students; and the Union 
of African Communities in 
Southwestern PA for their 

�\�R�X�W�K���D�T�X�D�S�R�Q�L�F�V���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���L�Q��
Wilkinsburg. We also welcomed the 

Leadership Development 
Initiative  to Wilkinsburg with 

a presentation, tour, and 
several community dinners 
at homes, businesses, and 
churches throughout the 
borough. Over 50 young 

professionals were accepted 
into the leadership program, 
which included
developing a 

community event 
in Wilkinsburg.

Positive press like this is 
critical to our community 

because it helps us overcome 
long-standing negative 

perceptions. We already know 
Wilkinsburg is good all over, 

so it was great to receive 
these recognitions from 

some of our region’s biggest 
publications. 

Participation in the program 
provides the opportunity 
for our organization, the 

borough, and community to 
work with a selected artist 

to create a public artwork in 
Wilkinsburg over two years. 
Through this opportunity, we 
will also be participating in a 
Placemaking Academy for the 

duration of the program.

 This is an 
ongoing 
initiative, 
so stay 

tuned for 
updates!

�)�U�R�P���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�R�U�V���W�R��
restaurateurs to childcare 
providers, the graduates 
all shared their desire to 
grow their businesses in 

Wilkinsburg. The workshop 
series has since become 
a part of our ongoing 

programming, and we are 
excited to offer it to local 

entrepreneurs every spring 
and fall. 

Just before the end of the 
calendar year, we received 

a $1 million grant from 
�W�K�H���5�L�F�K�D�U�G���.�L�Q�J���0�H�O�O�R�Q��

�)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���R�X�U��
Train Station Restoration 

Project. The grant was made 
conditional upon our ability 

to raise the remaining funding 
needed to stabilize this 

historic landmark over the 
next year. Visit WilkStation.org 

to learn more.


